
Missy with her trainer

Roxy Kush Remy Moto Bear Freckles

ANNUAL REPORT



TEACHERõS PET ANNUAL REPORT

Teacherôs Pet:Dogs and Kids Learning Together - is an 

intervention program that pairs at-risk youth with hard to adopt 

shelter dogs for a multi-week workshop in dog training for the 

benefit of both youth and dog.

We know that none of this would be possible if it were not for 

the dedicated, dog and child loving volunteers, the commitment 

and support from the administration and staff at the agencies 

with whom we work, the kennels who share our vision and 

make kenneling affordable while providing the dogs a safe and 

loving environment to play and socialize, the donors and 

supporters who help fund this mission, the adopters who make 

our dogs a part of their families, the rescue organizations who 

entrust their dogs to our care and training and of course the 

youth who give 100% of themselves to ensuring that their dogs 

become more adoptable. With your continued support, we can 

continue to grow and make the program even better for the 

youth and dogs. 

This report highlights our accomplishments as well as those of 

our students and dogs in the program. If you have any 

suggestions on how we can improve upon our programs, 

testimonials youôd like to share, or comments in general, please 

email them to Amy Johnson at amyjohnson915@hotmail.com
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Teacherõs Pet Overview

Teacher's Pet: Dogs and Kids Learning Together is a unique and innovative program that 

pairs at-risk youth with hard-to adopt shelter dogs for at least 10-weeks, twice a 

week workshop in basic obedience. We currently work with youth at: 

* Kingsley Montgomery School (Waterford)

* Crossroads for Youth (Oxford)

* Crossroads for Youth Afterschool Adventure Programs (Hazel Park & Pontiac)

* Children's Village (Waterford) 

* Macomb County Juvenile Justice Center (Mount Clemens) 

* Kamp K9 for Kids (summer camp)

Through the power of the human-animal bond, student trainers are able to experience 

tremendous growth and behavioral improvements while dramatically enhance the adoptability 

of the shelters dogs, giving them a better chance at finding a loving, permanent family.

Student trainers learn the basics of canine communication, dog body language, animal 

handling, identifying stress in dogs, why it's important to be able to put yourself in the dog's 

paws' and move into Basic Obedience 101. The students work with the dogs on performing 

commands such as sit, stay, down, leave it, drop it, how to walk on a leash, not jumping on 

people, improving focus and socialization and more. At the conclusion of the program, the 

canine graduates are available for adoption to members of the community. The youth are not 

able to adopt.

OUR MISSION



Teacherõs Pet Growth

2008

PROGRAM SESSIONS

KINGSLEY MONTGOMERY SCHOOL 2  - TEN WEEK SESSIONS

KAMP K-9 2  - ONE WEEK SESSIONS

TOTAL 4  - 22 WEEK SESSIONS

YEARLY TOTALS

OVERALL TOTALS 2008 2009

TEENS IN PROGRAM 62 185

DOGS IN PROGRAM 29 104

STAFF/VOLUNTEERS 6 25

CAMP VOLUNTEERS 8 8

VEHICLES TO TRANSPORT DOGS 1 3

2009

PROGRAM SESSIONS

KINGSLEY MONTGOMERY SCHOOL 2  - TEN WEEK SESSIONS

CHILDRENôS VILLAGE 1-SIX, 1-EIGHT, & 1-TWELVE WEEK SESSION

CROSSROADS FOR YOUTH 3  - TEN WEEK SESSIONS

MACOMB CO. JUVENILE JUSTICE CTR. 2  - TWELVE WEEK SESSIONS

PONTIAC (CFY AFTERSCHOOL PROG) 2  - FOUR WEEK SESSIONS

HAZEL PARK (CFY AFTERSCHOOL PROG) 2  - FOUR WEEK SESSIONS

KAMP K9 FOR KIDS 2  - ONE WEEK SESSIONS

TOTAL 16  - 118 WEEK SESSIONS

The facilities would love to expand our program to 

reach more troubled teens, but unstable cuts interfere!2010



Who We Help

VTroubled Teens Needing Personal 

Growth and Behavioral Improvements

ÅMacomb County Juvenile Justice Center

The Juvenile Division of the Macomb County Circuit 

Court has jurisdiction in cases involving youths under the 

age of seventeen. www.macombcountymi.gov/

ÅOakland County Childrenôs Village

A county operated youth home established in 1929 to 

provide a detention facility for troubled youth and juvenile 

offenders. www.oakgov.com/childvil/index.html

ÅCrossroads For Youth

The CFY is a low security, open residential 

treatment facility. www.crossroadsforyouth.org/

ÅKingsley Montgomery

Kingsley Montgomery is a day treatment center for kids 

with emotional and cognitive impairments  and need 

extra support. www.waterford.k12.mi.us/KMS/

VKids  Who Love Dogs!

ÅKamp K-9 for Kids



KAMP K9 FOR KIDS

Kamp K9

A summer camp with nearly 50 young trainers, in grades 6-9, 

work together to train nearly 20 rescue dogs from the K9 Stray 

Rescue League in basic obedience using positive training 

methods. In addition to the afternoons of hands-on dog training, 

the campers also learn about animal rescue from Kool Kritters 

(who featured reptiles and small mammals) and K9 Stray Rescue 

League. Local veterinarians from Petsmartôs Banfield Veterinary 

Hospital in Rochester Hills bring a few pet case studies and 

request help from the campers in determining potential diagnoses 

and treatment options!

For more information, please visit www.teacherspetmichigan.org

http://www.teacherspetmichigan.org/


Feedback: Youth Facilities
What Our Youth Facilities Are Saying About 

Teacherôs Pet
Kingsley Montgomery:
Kingsley Montgomery School in the Waterford School District is very pleased to have Teacherôs Pet: 

Dogs and Kids Learning Together involved with our students in our Educationally Therapeutic 

Program. Teacherôs Pet helps the students identify the emotional needs of the dogs they are 

training. These are dogs that have been abandoned or rejected by their owners. The students training 

the dogs are also struggling with their own personal emotional issues related to relationships, 

appropriate feelings, depression or fears. Students are learning how to help the dogs and then 

learning how to help themselves. This is a win-win situation for the student and the dog. The 10 week 

training that the students have with the dogs culminates in graduation for the dog to their new 

owner. This is a wonderful ceremony where the dogs are given to their new family. Teacherôs Pet: 

Dogs and Kids Learning Together is beneficial for students that need an Educationally Therapeutic 

Program. Students and dogs learn together about their emotions and how to build better 

relationships. This is a wonderful success story.

Sean Waymaster, Principal for Kingsley Montgomery School

Erika Laskowski, School Social Worker for Kingsley Montgomery School and Teacherôs Pet Advocate

Childrenôs Village:
As kids get older, their ability to empathize with animals has been shown to carry over into their 

experiences with people in adult life. The Teacherôs Pet program helps these young people to focus on 

their environment rather than their personal problems. Rather than thinking and talking about their own 

problems, these teens focus on the animal providing nurturing, acceptance, entertainment as well as 

physical contact to an animal that provides the same benefit back to them. For many, this is the first 

time they have displayed love and affection and received it back unconditionally.

George J. Miller, Jr., MA

Director, Oakland County

Department of Health and Human Services

Teachers Pet is an extraordinary program. The benefits to the youth who participate are remarkable. 

Through their interaction and relationship they build with their dog, they are taught compassion, 

teamwork, affection, and they build confidence in themselves, as well as in others (such as adults, and 

their peers they partner with). The miracle of this is, they don't even realize this "therapy" is taking 

place...For some it enhances what they have already, and for others, it encourages them to begin to 

build on skills they have resisted to have.

In the end...they all believe.

Laura Beale

Program Supervisor



Feedback: Youth Facilities
What Youth Facilities Are Saying About 

Teacherôs Pet

Crossroads for Youth Afterschool Program:
Teacher's Pet has been an invaluable part of our After School Adventure program. Our students learn 

to be compassionate, patient and empathetic all while having fun.

Sarah McKinney

Program Coordinator

Oakland County Pet Adoption Center

The program between The Teachers Pet and Children's Village has been awesome. I see the 

transformation of both the dogs and the kids and it is heartwarming.  The kids walk in their first day 

tough and gruff and by the end you can see the connection they have made with the dog and you can 

see the change of attitude in the kids...and dogs.

I think the dogs reach the kids on a level that could never be achieved with a teacher or a 

parent. Somehow by the end of the program they get it, it clicks that they can achieve something with 

another living being and be proud of how they got there. I would love to see this program expanded to 

include a farm with a wider array of animals and responsibilities on the part of the participants.

Thank you Amy and your army of volunteers for implementing this program, you are making a 

difference.

Joanie Toole

Executive Director

Oakland County Pet Adoption Center

CHECK FOR YOURSELF!

If youôd like more details on Teacherôs Pet and how our program has helped troubled teens 

please feel free to contact any of the above. 



Feedback: Youth Participants
What Student Trainers Are Saying About 

Teacherôs Pet

ñI named my dog Faith.I named her that because I have faith in her.ò

- D

ñI appreciate and canôt even begin to explain how thankful I am to have been a part of the

program. I learned so much about myself and others. I am very happy that I got to be in this 

dog program and got to experience meeting such wonderful people and dogs. Iôm truly going 

to miss each and everyone that devoted their time to us.ò

- A

"Watching this movie about the dogs made me feel like I was in their shoes. I was adopted 

also at the age of 5 so being SAVED by others makes me believe there is a God looking 

down on you. It's amazing to hear that dogs will risk their life for their owner. Out of all the 

animals in the world, this is one animal, I believe will do it." 

- C.B.

I am very thankful for the dog program you have hosted for us. This program helped me 

figure out a lot too. For example, I always wanted to go to Michigan State, I just couldn't 

figure out what I wanted to do. Now I know. I want to become a veterinarian to help all 

animals :) ! You ALL inspired me to do something great on top of all the dog training. Every 

time I came to dog training in a bad mood, that mood would always get better thanks to you 

all, the environment and of course BUDDY! I never would've known so much about myself or 

dogs if I haven't done this program. So thank you all for everything! 

Sincerely, 

M.D. 

Thank you! The word thank you is used to express great gratitude. But I feel thank you is just 

not a strong enough word to use to express my gratitude. You guys, believe it or not, have 

done a lot for me. You taught me how to not give up no matter what, especially when I 

wanted to give up on Scooby. You've taught me patience; we all know how stubborn Scooby 

could get. But finally, you gave me something to enjoy, to look forward to every Tuesday and 

Thursday. I could be feeling down and you guys and the dogs would just put me in the best 

mood. I really really am going to miss you all very much. Please don't forget me because I 

shall never forget you!

Yours truly,

P



Feedback: Teacherõs Pet Staff
What Staff Is Saying About Teacherôs Pet

ñAs always, for me, it has been very rewarding getting to know the kids and watching them 

bond with the dogs. But most rewarding part of all is witnessing first hand the healing power 

animals have by simply being there for the kids and sharing their love unconditionally and 

without judgment.ò

- Kelly Barker, Kingsley Montgomery

Amy and all who volunteered :)

Your time and patience was deeply appreciated! You gave so much time and preparation to 

this program. I was very lucky to be a part of this enlightenment to the boys and of all of you. 

I was glad to be a part of a unique program to teach and enlighten these young men in their 

programs. 

You gave so much to those who would have NEVER been able to experience in their world, 

without all of you. This would not have been a success! I have boys come to me and express 

they are sad that this is ending for them, but encouraging them to continue on their own, by 

asking how they can continue and help. You all taught them how to care and how to show 

compassion for animals as well as the planet we live on.

There may have been a few obstacles, but you all worked through them with your dedication 

and commitment. I praise all of you, I pray that program continues as you have changed 

thoughts and lives. Thank you! I learned too!

Peace,

M. G. (staff)



Meet The Dogs

165 Dogs Received Trainingé

99% Adoption Successé

4 Dogs Still Waiting To Join A Loving Family

Our dogs deserve loving homes
If you or someone you know are looking for a new loyal family member, please consider a 

Teacherôs Pet dog. See our current student trained dogs up for adoption on 

www.teacherspetmichigan.com

ñIn a perfect 

world, every 

dog has a 

home and 

every home 

has a dog.ò

http://www.teacherspetmichigan.com/


Cool Stuff To Share

BOOKS
TEACHERôS PET PROGRAM 

FEATURED IN NEW BOOK

Check out the newly released book  entitled ñNew 

Lives: Stories of Rescued Dogs Helping, Healing 

and Giving Hopeò by Joanne Wannan.  This book 

highlights several of the youth from the Kingsley 

Montgomery program and their personal journey 

with their dogs and how their lives were impacted 

forever. The book, which would make a great gift 

for the dog lovers in your life, is available online 

through www.3blackdogs.org and through 

Amazon.com.  

NEW WEBSITE 

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!
Become a fan of Teacherôs Pet on 

Facebook and help spread the word!


