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kids help
each other

By CAROL HOPKINS
Of The Oakland Press

On one recent afternoon in his
school gymnasium, 12-year-old John
Griffith leaned over and patted the
belly of a compact black-and-white
dog sprawled out at

his feet.

“In the beginning, - WATERFORD
she was just wild, TWP
jumping on people,” 2
he said, looking at

the dog, named Sally. “I taught her
to sit, lie, roll over. Now she has a
home to go to.”

In the past six weeks at Waterford
Township’s Kingsley Montgomery
School, the team of John and Sally
and four others took part in
Teacher’s Pet: Dogs and Kids
Learning Together, a program in
which emotionally impaired middle
school-age spudents are paired with
maﬁﬁ'“é?‘g'édg -that happen to have
bad manners.

The goals of program include
improving students’ self-worth and
making the shelter dogs adoptable.

The program, which has graduat-
ed 10 dogs so far, appears to be ben-
efiting both groups.

“It helps with self-esteem and
increases students’ attendance,”
said Sean Waymaster, the school’s
principal. “We see it provide a sense .
of accomplishment — and it’s fun.

“The program is very win-win.”

Kingsley Montgomery — which
provides support for students who
have severe cognitive or emotional
impairments — graduated its first
group of dogs in February and cele-
brated the graduation of its second
class this month. Each group had
five dogs.

Dog-and-student teams train for
six weeks, meeting twice a week for
an hour of classroom work and an
hour of dog training:

‘The first hour is used for compas-
sion training through such tasks as
journaling, storytelling, role playing
and group discussion, said director
Amy Johnson, who devised the pro-
gram after studying similar pro-
grams run in prisons.

Studentslézrn’animal care and
basic obedience techniques-using
on%r positive reinforcement;she = -
said. ik 2l B 15 0otk Pl
In the beginning, Johnson lets
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Kingsley Montgomery School student Jacob Scott, 13, trains a dog so it'can be ready for adoption. W
Amy Johnson, director of Teacher’s Pet: Dogs and Kids Learning Together.

students know they will be respon-
sible for the dogs’ futures by prepar-
ing the animals for transition into
the community and loving homes
through practice, love and patience.
Then, during the second hour, each
student works with an
assigned dog.

The dogs are ken-
neled and dropped off
for each class by the
Canine Companions
Rescue Center in
Clarkston. The center
chooses the animals
for training and also
handles the adoption process once
dogs have graduated.

From the start, the students —
many of whom have dogs of their
own at home — are taught about
not becoming too attached to their
charges. :

“We talk about how our goal is
not to take the dog home,” said
Johnson, a former worker with the
Michigan Humane Society.
=“We never give that expectation.”
»After thedogs are trained, the

students write letters about the

dogs to future adoptive families.
Students in the current class —

including Joey Ketterer, 13, of

Rochester, who worked with Tramp;

Jacob Scott, 13, of Lake Orion, who

had Jenny; and Nethan Thompson,
14, of Huron Valley
schools, with his

- charge, Valley — prac-
ticed in early April for
their graduation.

Of the current five
dogs, three have
already been adopted.

' The next group will
begin in the fall, but
there’s talk of a summer class.

- Kingsley pays for the dogs’ ken-

neling so costs are a consideration,
Waymaster said.

As the recent class neared the
end, student Lyle Cook IV, 13, of
Waterford reached into a small pack
around his waist and pulled out a -
treat for his dog, Margie.

The gangly dog, a Rottweiler mix,
sat quietly. ‘

“Sometimes she gets distracted,”

e said rubbing her fur, “but she’s a

great dog.”
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John Giiffith, 12, works
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School in Waterford Tov





