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Steven Allison, 15, a ninth-grader at Kingsley Montgomery School in Waterford, works with Vern, a lab mix. Steven is
part of the Teacher's Pet program that helps train dogs for adoption.
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Riley, a shelter dog of question-
able pedigree — Mom was a bor-
der collie, Dad a traveling sales-
man — has trouble with hand-de-
livered treats. Peanut butter is a
favorite, but in his enthusiasm,
Riley will nip fingers.

So his trainer, Courtney Tur-
zak, a seventh-grader at Water-
ford’s Kingsley Montgomery
School, has taken to using a long
spoon to protect her fingers and a
foam tray as a makeshift shield.

“Nice,” Courtney reminds Ril-
ey with a stern finger during a re-
cent training session. “Be nice!”

Riley, tail wagging, slurps the
peanut butter off the spoon. Then,
n a brief lapse of etiquette, takes
2 nip at the foam tray. If Riley is
earning table manners, Court-
ey, 12, is learning patience.

The two, plus a half dozen oth-
r dogs and kids, are part of a
rowing metro Detroit program
alled Teacher’s Pet, sponsored
n part by Oakland University’s
chool of Nursing. The program,
ow in its fourth year, is to expand
0 the Macomb County Juvenile

ustice Center in April.

Kingsley Montgomery, where

See photos and a video about
the program on freep.com.

Teacher’s Pet first got its start, is
an alternative school for students
who struggle with conditions like
attention deficit disorder and
emotional impairments. The dogs
come from local rescue leagues
and animal shelters where almost
all are considered unadoptable in
the beginning — too old, too shy,
of unfortunate parentage, or, in
the case of Riley, too gregarious.
When they are not in training,
they live at Club Pet Too doggie
day care in Commerce Township.
Teacher’s Pet is the brainchild
of Amy Johnson, director of Oak-
land University’s Animal Assist-
ed Therapy course, part of the
nursing program. About 30 kids

Loren Krupp, 15, a
10th-grader at
Kingsley Mont-
gomery, works
with a lab mix
named Troy. The
Teacher’s Pet
program, spon-
sored by Oakland
University's
School of Nursing,
is in its fourth
year.

and their dogs have graduated so
far. All the dogs have been adopt-
ed.

“It’s pretty amazing how these
kids hook up with these dogs,”
Johnson said. “The shy child will
gravitate to the shy dog, the more
sociable kid will find the sociable
dog. I've seen it over and over.”

Corey Remillard, 16, graduated
from the program in the fall after
working with a husky mix. He
keeps pictures of Shadow on his

wall at home and now mentors the |

new kids and their dogs.

“It made me realize that I was
not this horrible person at all, that
I can do this stuff, that I can train
a dog. And someday, I'm going to
get a dog, maybe a husky.”

Contact L.L. BRASIER at 248-858-
2262 or brasier@freepress.com.




